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Episomer hands-on exercise 

Introduction 
Based on the presentation of episomer functionalities, you will explore a real scenario in 
which you will explore the parameters and options in the dashboard and their 
implications. 

Exercise 

1) Worldwide trendline and geographical distribution 
The following parameters have been selected: 

- Social media: Bluesky 
- Topics: Plague 
- Countries and regions: All 
- Period: 11 September to 11 October 2026 
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What is the day with the highest number of posts? Was there a signal and why? 

Can you clearly see what are the countries with the highest number of posts from the 
map?  

When downloading the data behind the map, these are the countries sorted by highest 
number of posts. Which are the countries with the highest number of posts? Do they 
refer to posts posted in these countries or to posts mentioning these countries? 
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2) Multi-country trendline 
To have a better overview of the signals, the top three countries have been selected in 
the dashboard for the same period. 

 

How do you know which is the trendline and signal threshold for each country? 

3) Country trendline, geographical distribution and other figures 

a. Trendline and geographical distribution 
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What is the difference in the map when only one country is selected? Which region has 
the highest number of posts? 

b. Assessing signals 

 

These are the signals that you have received on 3 October at 10 and 12 h (UTC). With 
this information, which of the following action will you take and why?  

- Ignore the signals 
- Investigate further the signals before confirming the alerts 
- Consider the signals as confirmed alerts 
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c. Signal false positive rate 

 

This trendline has the signal false positive rate set up to 0.3. What is the difference with 
the trendline in exercise 3a with a signal false positive rate set up to 0.025 (default 
value)? [Tip: check the alerts] 

What are the implications of having a very high signal false positive rate (higher 
sensitivity, lower specificity? [Tip: consider the differences for small vs big teams of 
analysts] 

d. Same weekday baseline 

 

When comparing this trendline with the trendline from exercise 3a, what is the 
difference regarding signals detected? Why do you think having same weekday baseline 
has triggered daily signals? 
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